
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Jewish Family Service Association of Cleveland Ohio 
 
  
Your Project Title: The Healing Power of Nature 

Your Project Summary: The project represents a year long study of the healing power of nature and will 

include client art therapy sessions on the art, drama, music, fashion, and holistic properties and modalities 

of nature and its impact on mental health. Art therapy clients from both Ascentia and PLAN will participate 

in weekly sessions, with public art exhibitions beginning in the spring or summer of 2018 and ending in 

September, as part of National Recovery Awareness Month. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Jewish Family Service Association of Cleveland application was disappointing, and only 

provided some of the answers needed to score well in this process. The application does a good job defining 

their community as people with chronic mental illness who benefit from art therapy, but their goals and 

measures are a mixed bag requiring some editing, and I ended thinking that they’ve not provided the 

grantsmanship attention required to score high. Perhaps they’ve taken this application process for granted? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria of public benefit because it offers free arts classes and 

experiences to those recovering from mental illness. The organization understands the needs of the 

community it is serving. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The responsiveness of the organization to include more local artists shows a commitment to the 

region and a willingness to adopt new ways of delivering the JFSA services. The inclusion of university and 

medical partners that provide expertise in the healing arts further strengthens the application. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There is a clear understanding of the community they serve and in what ways the programming 

not only promotes artistic excellence, but artistic self-expression for those suffering from mental illness. It 

cultivates a community of self-sufficiency by allowing the art therapists to only assist as guides and persons 

for participants to turn to. I appreciate the detail in the upcoming theme in programming and the partnerships 

that have been implemented to support that theme. It would be beneficial to see how the groups you support 

and engage influence the concepts and topics for the yearly themes. This application somewhat meets the 

funding requirements. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does meet the funding criteria for this funding category. I have seen art therapy 

programs include traditional artistic genres like visual or performing arts instruction but I really like the 

inclusion of fashion and jewelry-making into this program. The public benefit aspect is really two-fold; 

serving the clients on their journey toward recovery and destigmatizing mental illness for members of the 

community. The project leaders are well qualified and I agree with CAC's suggestion to include more 

community artists in the program. It sounds like that has proven to be a successful partnership. I want to 

applaud the field-trip component of this project plan. I am sure that can be difficult logistically but I am sure 

the participants gain a great deal from being in different environments. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

